This edition is aimed at research workers rather than clinicians-most of the latter will find it hard going. However, registrars intending to sit for the second part exam could be advised to read it. The chapters related to cytokines and pain imaging I found to be particularly relevant, while the chapter on the genetics of pain, which I thought would be a non-event, was illuminating as the applications of genetics offer considerable promise for longer-term pain sufferers. This was a pleasant surprise to me as I had always thought that genetics had little to offer in pain management and that any beneficial clinical effects resulting from gene manipulation would take many years to reach clinical practice.
This edition demonstrates very succinctly, the huge inroads that have been made in our understanding of pain mechanisms since the break-through work of Melzack and Wall in 1965. I therefore recommend it for the two groups specified.
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